remind them, that the amount of their subscri 
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Proposals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


These proposals, issued in our No. 46, have excited much 
interest, and we have therefore republished them im a separate 
form, raying our readers to circulate them with a view to 
assist the undertaking, and to obtain the names of subscribers, ’ 
to be transmitted to the “ Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 
27, Camomile-street, London.” 


> The friends of the undertaking, who are forming lists of subscribers 
to it, are respectfully requested to send them in, during the ensuing week. 


THE ROMAN INQUISITION AND THE JEWS. 


We are literally overwhelmed with letters on the subject of 
Ancona deeree, alluded to in our last number. One 
tone of plain spoken indignation pervades all, Our Jewish 
correspondents, are unanimous in declaring that something 
should be done; but they are not very definite in their views 
as to what that something should be; except, indeed, so far as 
they allude to our own proposals as far back as Nos. 44 and 
45. We are certainly flattered by expressions of admiration of 
Our course, and gratitude for our services; but we must take 
leave to say, that those expressions would derive much more 
value from practical co-operation, wherever it is available. 
Our Gentile correspondents, exhibit much good feeling, and 
Occasionally their testimony is valuable, both to ourselves, and 
to the cause we humbly serve.. One sends us a few remarks by 
the gentleman who sent the decree to the 7%mes, in which paper 

. My correspondent forwarded a copy of the original document to me, 
peng of opinion that it was important evidence of the spirit of persecu- 
ry still actuating the church of Rome, and that it fateh tend to open 
he aS many who at this time would fain gloss over the ertors' of 
t church. “He adds, that a temperate Roman Catholic with whom. he 
Chis letter: is dated from Leghorn, but he had been at Ancona, 
there the edict in question was put into his hands) 


| is 
een: condenmed yt. The Jews went in a deputation to the English con- 
10 solicit ‘his imterference, but he could not interfere‘in behalf of per- 
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sons not British subjects. The first article, which forbids the employment 
of Christian uurses, almost amounts to an enactment of extermination; for 
the Ghetto, or Jews’ quarter, is so close, confined, and unhealthy, that few 
Jewess mothers can nurse their own children; and they have, therefore, 
been in the habit of resorting to wet nurses, who, coming from the coun- 
try, are of course Christians * * * #* * ” 

Some of our iyo correspondents are exceedingly bitter 
against the church of Ronie, ind seek to apply to it, certain fear- 
ful denunciations of the prophetic scriptures against those who 

rsecute Israel. ‘ Yo me belongeth Vengeance” saith the 

ord: and as for us, we may not “ presume His bolts to throw:”’ 
—in His own set time will thuse denunciations be realized, and 
iis rather our legitimate province to. warn against the fearful 
consequences foretold, than to invoke them on any creed or 
Sect. But while we do not lend the use of our columns for an 
attack upon any such body, we feel constrained to copy the 
following already ublished repudiation of this persecution, as 
inconsistent with Christianity ; because, while the Morning Post 
states ‘‘from Rome”’—that Ancona ordinance is only a 
precursor of more severe measures: and while the same jour- 
nal undertakes ‘‘ most assuredly to congratulate and praise’’ 
another oppressive ordinance (the recent ukase)—the Christian 
editor of a respectable and influential journal writes of it thus— 

A document will be found in another part of our paper of this day, which 
is calenlated to force upon us the painful conviction, that however we may 
flatter ourselves as to the light and civilization of the nineteenth century, 
the spirit of barbarism and of brutal and atrocious bigotry is not extinct 
in Europe; and if the professors of the Roman Catholic religion in Eng- 
land are not animated with feelings of tyrannical hatred towards their fel- 
low-men, it is much less to be ascribed to the liberality, Christian benevo- 
lence, and discretion of the heads of the church at the Vatican, than to 


‘the innate love of liberty, to the generous and manly character which 


belong to all classes of Englishmen, without distinction, as well as to the 
beneficial influence of Protestant opinions and free institutions. ‘There is 
nota man in the United Kingdom, we are satisfied, but will join in repro- 
bating the edict of the Inquisition of Ancona respecting the Jews, against 
which we direct these observations; and.we cannot help regretting that 
there is now no representative of her Majesty at the Court of Rome; be- 
cause if an Ambassador had been resident there, we are persuaded that 
the moral influence of Great Britain would bave been as successful in pro- 
tecting the Israelites of Italy from oppression, ag it has aeeees been in the 
case of the persecuted Jews of Damascue, and other parts of the Turkish 
dominions ;— infusing, as it certainly would into the Papal councils, some 
small sense of political justice and regard for religions liberty. ; 
Ancona, it will be scarcely necessary for us to oy: is an important sea- 
port town in the Papal States, on the coast of the Adriatic Sea, It is eon- 
sidered to be the most commercial place in the Pope’s dominions; and 
was, in the time of the Republic and the Empire, one of the principal! 
naval stations of the Romans on the Adriatic. It is the capitalof a pro- 
vince, and is governed by a delegate, who is a prelate of the Roman clrurch. 
The population of Ancona is about-30,000 souls, of whom about 5,000 arc 
Jews, the objects of the present ruthless edict—which in is not 
exceeded by the decree of the Babylonian Monarch, against the children 
of Judah, two thousand five hundred years ago. | are 
- Well, it appears that in this town have ‘been slumbering the uncxtin- 
€ of “the most Holy Inquisition ;”” and the world is now 
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astounded to see the Dominican flame blazing forth with some of its pris- 
tine entengy and fierceness, The diabeliea) institution, most falsely termed 
Sanctum Officium, was established im the dark ages to punish and restrain 
heretics and blaspliemiers—Jews, Turks, infidels, and heretics being in- 
glued in the same category. Of the'cruel oppressions practised upon the 

‘fe Inquisition, we have no@esire to speak ; for 
these cruelties had begun a century before the Inquisition was established, 
as the massacres in London, Norwich, Lincoln, and York, in the reign of 
Richard, I., bear fearful witness, and were the offspring of a strong delu- 
sion respecting the intentions of God toward the Jews, that pervaded every 
part of Christendom; which literally brought to pass the prophecies in the 
Sacred Scriptures—“ Thou shalt become an astonishment and a by-word 
among all nations.’’—** And among these nations thou shalt find no ease, 
neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shall give thee a 
trembling heart, and a failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind; and thy life 
shall hang in doubt before thee, and thou shalt fear day and night, and 
shalt have none assurance for thy life.” (Deut. 28th chap.). Neither 
would it be just to forget the fact, that it was only during the protectorship 
of Oliver Cromwell that the residence of Jews in England became legally 
tolerated. Still there is nothing to palliate such things in the year of grace, 
1843; and we think it becomes the Catholics of this country not only to 
express their abhorrence of the proceedings of Fra Vicenzo Salina, In- 
quisitor of Ancona and other districts, but to exert the whole force of their 
influence in the Vatican, if they have any, to extinguish a spirit of bigotry 
that, if unchecked, would inevitably re-act with disastrous effect upon the 
professors of Roman Catholicism in this kingdom. 

We conceive that we do not over-rate the importance of this Ancona 
edict, because we find that Fra Vicenzo Salina—who is a General Inqui- 
sitor—in attempting to revive the full observance of the “ disciplinary laws” 
relative to Israelites, recites his orders received from head quarters :—‘“‘ 4 
dispatch of the sacred and supreme Inquisition of Rome, dated June 10, 
1843, expressly enjoining and commanding the observance of the decrees 
and pontifical constitutions, especially in respect to Christian nurses and 
domestic servants, or to the sale of property either in towns or country 
districts, purchased and possessed previously to 1827, as well as subse- 
quently to that period:’’ secondly, because the ‘disciplinary laws’’ di- 
rected against Jews are equally applicable to Protestant heretics—when- 
aves the Inquisition can safely dare to put them im force against the 

atter. 

Our readers will not, we apprehend, feel surprised at the expressions of 
indignation that have fallen from us, when they consider the nature of the 
decrees to which reference is made. What will they think of the follow- 
ing “‘ Christian’’ regulations respecting the social dealings of the unfortu- 
nate sons of Abraham ?— 

“ No Hebrew must presume to associate at table with Christians, either 
in public-houses or ordinaries. | 

‘“* No Hebrew shall sleep out of the Israelite quarter, nor make free to 
enter into any familiar conversation in a Christian house. 

‘* No Hebrew shall hire Christians, even only by the day, to work in 
their houses. 

“No Hebrew, either male or female, shall frequent the houses of 
Christians, or maintain friendly relations with Christian men or women.”’ 
See how these Inquisitors deal with the property of their victims :— 

** That all Jews who may possess property, either in town or country, 

ermanent or moveable, or rents or interest, or any right involving shares 
in funded property or leased landed property, must within the term of three 
months from this day dispose of it by a positive and real, and not by any 
pretended or facticious contract. Should this not be done within the time 
specified, the Holy office is to sell the same by public auction, on proof of 

e annual harvest being got in.”—Jpswich Express, 22nd August, 


The Morning Herald, since the above was written, has taken 
up the subject in a spirit widely differing from that exhibited by 
the Post. The editor of the Herald calls the decree a “ fierce 
outburst of Popish intolerance ;” he makes allusions, but too 
painful, to the ancient history of the Inquisition—to the fanatic 
expatriation of a million Jews from Spain, (as counselled by 
Torquemada) for refusing to “ renounce the faith and hope of 
Israel”—and to the incompatibility of intolerant principles 
with the true spirit of Christianity. (Vide the Herald, 29th 


n quoting this journal, we feel constrained to express our 
sincere regret that this particular occasion has been employed 
for so violent an attack upon the Roman Catholics. Those 
who would really serve the cause of humanity, do not act 
— in uritating those Powers which have full opportunity to 
wreak a bitter vengeance on their defenceless dependents. 

The Sun of the 29th August has a leading article on the subject, 
not only conceived in the excelient spirit which characterizes 


that journal, but it is also a practical and useful appeal. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION 
XVI. 18, toXXE'9. 
It is a truth, an undeniable truth, that men were destined. by 


nature to be dependent one upon another. Apart from the 
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| state of absolute helplessness which is the fate of every human 


creature, the most d as well as the idiot, the giantag wei) 


| as. the dwarf,,the king as well as the beggar—we mean jn 
infancy—there is scarcely the slightest want which man, ever, 


at the summit of his accomplishments, gould satisfy. withoy: 
the assistance of others. Still less would any single individya) 
be able to procure, or even to maintain afterwards, those grati. 
fications and advantages which civilization demands and yields, 
As in all other laws of nature, man acts upon this instinctively 
without always bringing it to the test of consciousness, Thys 
we see how, in the natural course, the child implicitly believe, 
its parent; the patient unreservedly follows the instructions of 
the physician, even though he (the patient) understand noth 
of the nature of the remedies employed, and notwithstanding they 
revolt the organs of taste ; thus again we see the client, conf. 
dingly rely upon his advocate, passively becoming a willing 
tool in his slelav hands. And, as it is with other laws of 
nature, so also can this be investigated and turned to account. 
as it is with the gratification of other wants, so also can this 
be improved upon and refined. A due reflection will enable 
us to fix when, where, and how far, this pesos of trustful 
submission ought to be complied with, and instruct us how a 
timely and cheerful accordance therewith, enables us not 
merely to avoid evil, but to render it a means of happiness. 
Any attempt to resist this law of nature, or to subvert it, is 
to embitter, if not indeed to destroy life itself. If, then, our 
happiness so imperiously demand compliance with this law, in 
matters purely referring to our temporal welfare, in things 
which we can comprehend, which fall within the scope of our 
senses, which come within the reach of our daily experience, the 
results of which may and do become developed before our 
own eyes,—how much more requisite must this reliance be in 
affairs relating to our highest interests,—bearing on matters far 
above our comprehension,—and followed by results which can- 
not be accounted for, by that connexion between cause and 
effect which serves to explain other phenomena ;—historical 
facts, from their very nature, lie within the province of belief: 
—our readers will understand that we allude to belief in 
religious truths. In all such truths, reliance is still more 
requisite than in others; nay, without it, the greater part 
of our religious tenets would be virtually abolished; not by 
any heavenly decree, but by the impossibility to practise them; 
since but for reliance—we mean in tradition—the greatest 
ignorance would prevail, both as to the signification of many 
statutes, and as to the manner of their practice. We have neither 
space, nor is a dissertation addressed to a lay public the sphere, 
for carrying out these assertions to demonstration; but thus much 
we will say,—that it is against such want of confidence, against 
such a destructive self-sufficiency (we might almost call it, an 
unblushing self-deification,) that the plain sense of the following 
passage in the portion for this week, appears to be levelled :— 
“Tf there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment, between blood 
and blood, between plea and plea, and between stroke and stroke, beimg 
matters of controversy within thy gates: then shalt thou arise, and get 
thee up into the place which the Lorp thy God shall choose; And thou 
shalt do according to the sentence, which they of that place which the 
Lorp shall choose shall shew thee; and thou: shalt observe to do accord- 
me, all that they inform thee: According to the sentence of the law 
which they shall teach thee, and according to the judgment which they 
shall tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not decline from the sentence 
which they shall show thee, to the right hand, nor ¢o the left. And the 
man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the pnest 
that standeth to minister there before the Lorp thy God, or unto the 
judge, even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the cvil from 
Isracl. And all the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more pre 


sumptuously.”’ 

- Artificial distinctions between civil and religious laws, how- 
ever traceable in other systems, would not hold good in that of 
the Israelites. Let other nations—not claiming a divine leg!s- 
lation, or to have received from heaven both their moral laws 
and the articles of their faith—let such nations, maintain 
difference between civil and religious laws ;—with Israel is 
widely different. Israel received all his laws from God. ** 
recognizes God, and’ God only, as his supreme legislator: *” 


hence we find, that the same voice that solemnly enjoins be 
Asrael “ thou shalt do no murder,” (certainly, what wo 
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called a moral law) pronounced also at the same time, with 
equal solemnity, “‘ remember the sabbath, &c,”—a law, which 
‘the majority of believers in scripture regard as obligatory on 
Israel alone. So far as we know, no allusion can be found in 
scripture to such a distinction ; and if the Legislator Himself did 
not make such distinctions, who will presume to engraft them 
upon His code? Therefore, the passage under comment, refers 
to any and every ordinance contained in the law, without 
reference to classifications, inadmissible from the very na- 
ture of the legislation propounded. The duty, then, of the 
Israelite—not to act upon his own views “ in matters too hard 
for him,” but to rely upon the decision of the duly constituted 
authorities for the time being—is constantly obligatory upon 
him; it is aduty, obedience to which is the more requisite, the 
greater the mischief which its transgression must necessarily 
roduce. Israel, in transgressing this duty, shakes the ties of 
Lrotherhood connecting him as a people; and in loosening them, 
weakens their capabilities of resistance against those shocks to 
which they are constantly subjected. So impressed were our 
sages, in regard to those destructive consequences neces- 
sarily resulting from a self-sufficient policy; that they declared, 
that of two evils—a momentary deviation, with authority, and 
an adherence according to independent and individual views— 
the former alternative was to be preferred, as the less evil. 
Their own words say 3) Sxnw sine dy — 
“« Even should he (the judge) tell thee of the right hand, it is 
the left, kc.” Inreligious matters, the only safe and acceptable 
course is, trustful obedience to the decision of authority, in mind- 
fulness of the punishment threatened by the Almighty against 
those who wilfully transgress this sacred duty. 


Religious Trust versus Rationalism.—Amid the instability 
of human judgment, when that which to-day is wisdom, to- 
morrow is folly, the resolution to conform and trust—to have 
faith and obey, as compared with the casuistry which demands 
demonstration, the self deluding intelligence which seeks 
conviction and finds, necessity,— is truly more a free-will 
offering of the heart, than any mere observance of the tenure 
which acknowledges our subjection. And if it be a neces- 
sary principle of human government,—to ‘‘ follow orders and do 
(seeming) wrong,”’ shall Faith not sway us also, in those higher 
concerns of which the royal psalmist NOI 
“ Trust in God and do right ?” , 


THE MORNING POST, AND THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


Our readers will remember, that our No. 52 contained a 
respectful appeal to “ an English morning paper,” desiring the 
correction a certain mis-statements promulgated in its co- 
lumns, to the disparagement of the Jews. Instead of conde- 
scending to an act of common justice, the same journal returned 
to the charge with increased virulence; and as we had mean- 
while been assured, that not merely a hatred of Israel, but 


Certain private and petty motives, were at the bottom of all 


\ this animosity, it beeame necessary to call upon the Morning 
Post by name, either to correct its errors, or to confess its 
ostility openly. We are already complimented on having 
one ** a good service to the cause of truth, in enforcing an 
‘unscrupulous and indefatigable detractor to drop the mask, 
“and himself to supply an antidote to his future venom.” 

The Post of the 23rd of August, at last comes forth from 
ambush, in a formal leading article, by way of rejoinder to its 
* Jewish contemporary.” “To our invitation,—that it would 
“* disavow the enmity ascribed to it,’—it replies by what it 
pleases to call a “ counter manifesto,” ‘‘ neither friendly nor 
unfriendly,” but expressing “ perfect indifference” towards 
the Jewish people; because, says the Post, “ the time is 
_, passed when they can do either good or evil; and further, 
., We hope that in a few centuries they will be classed among 

the ‘things that have been, but are no more!” 

Now as we know this “hope” to be inconsistent with the 
principles of Christianity, as taught on all sides, we are spared 
the necessity of a polemical disproof of the grounds on which 
it is based ; not only because they are not stated, but because 

hundreds of Christian writers are daily proving the direct con- 
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trary; and because certain powerful societies at Exeter Hall» 
Bethnal Green, and elsewhere, (whether they may choose to 
speak out in the hour of need or not,) are based upon confi- 
fidence in the restoration ofthat same people, “hoped,” by 
the Post, to be extinguishable ! | 
The editor next expresses “ disgust and contempt for arro- 
7 omy and presumption, founded on nothing else than money 
‘* bags or rags, in the shape of bills of exchange, or other similar 
‘* securities.” We can cordially concur in condemning all such 
“ arrogance, &c.;” for we hold wealth to be an pp tomar of 
power, the mere possession of which, however, can scarcely 
constitute a crime in the estimation of honest-minded men ;— 
it is the abuse which is criminal, not the use. Popular igno- 
rance, now-a-days, is accustomed most egregiously to over- 
estimate the wealth of the Jews, for it is decidedly below the 
average possessed by others; but concerning the use to which 
the Jew is in the habit of applying whatever means are _per- 
mitted to his stewardship, we will be content to refer the Post 
to the occasional testimony of even its own columns; and lest 
it should be thought that only the metropolitan Jews are thus 
mindful of the wants of others, we quote the voluntary testi- 
mony, (appended to this article) in an extract from a magis- 
trate’s speech at Birmingham, as a mere specimen of what it is 
7 our privilege to record of Jews, wherever located. 
he expression, “ filthy rags, in the shape of bills of exchange 
or other similar securities,” ts a twang ‘of the too facbhouable 
doctrine of ‘* repudiation” about it; the more especially, since 
the Post has alluded to York, where, in the age of Richard, 
that doctrine was fearfully acted upon.* Such a doctrine, one 
would think scarcely consistent with the policy of the print 
which oe to the confidence of the Bank parlour: moreover, 
since both the Governor and Deputy Governor of that corpora- 
tion have given a diametrically opposite character of the Jews 
whom they happen to know. (Vide reports of their speeches in 
Nos. 17 and 49). If it is worthy of this public writer to halloo 


jon the mob to treat Israel as the abettors of ‘* mammon- 


idelatry,” it is scarcely Christian to sneer at the divine expres- 
sion *‘ chosen people,” or to assert that His people ‘ Sve 
nothing but money to rely on.” | | 
The Post assures us, that “ all the paragraphs complained of 
were literally transcribed” from German papers—it may be so ; 
but its parade of these various attacks and falgifications under 
cap. titles, and without any acknowledgment of the sources 
whence they were extracted, does either look like important 
originality, or a desire to palm off the information as such: in 
any case, there is the animus of these special selections still 
unexplained, when taken into account with omissions which 
can only have been designedly made. As to the personal 
assurance of the editor,—that the atrocious exaggerations 
referred to in our No. 52 fall short of the truth,—we are con- 
tent with evidence to the contrary therein quoted from the 
Orient. The Emperor of Russia may, for what we know, be 
_— at the Post’s adulation of his ukases; and as for the 
ing of Prussia, we are still waiting the permission of the 
censorship of that government, to see whether the language 
of the Post) it will really prove itself ‘* friendly—perhaps too 
much so—towards the Jews;” inasmuch that the people of 
the Rhenish provinces of that kingdom, by a combined move- 
ment, and by a vote in their Diet of 64 to 9, are petitionin 
the King to admit their Jewish fellow-countrymen to the full 
privileges of armemnaigs 8 gee our p. 113 No, 53, & p.229). These 
people should know their own neighbours, whom they declare 
worthy the boon they ask, quite as well as the editor of the 
Post. ain he says :-— | | 
‘‘ As for the Jewish Protestant sect formed, or forming, 
“ under the auspices of Dr. Kraitzenach or Craitzenach, at 


* Here we see that the Post makes historical allusions, and we must 
fain meet him by the enquiry—whether mammon-idolatry is not more 
traceable in the squeezing processes resorted to by certain English kings, 
and in the acts of mobs whose spoliation and butchery they winked at, 
than in the amassing by Jews of the means to purchase life and epeaty t 
We do not charge the Post with desiring to bring back the age of John 
and Richard; but if it do drag us into the field of historical allusions, the 
obloquy will be found on the side of Christianity, not Judaism. sor 


> 
| 
a 
ra 
| 
P 
4 
‘4 
| 
| 
| ‘ 
7 
» 
| 
| | 
a 
| ‘ey 
| 
> 
| | 
| 
| 
~ 
4 | 
% an bit 
ARG 
a 
| 
> 
a 
fy, 
| 


228 


‘* Leipsic and Frankfort, we know nothing more about it than 
‘“‘ what we have read.’ Now we of the “ Voice of Jacob” 
do know something more than the Post has read, and there- 
Sore is it that we vouch for the incorrectness of its information, 
as exposed in our last number. | As for the compliments again 


paid to Dr. Theodore Creitzenach, (the individual really 
meant) whether he be a “ distinguished poet’’ or not, depends : 


upon taste; whether he isa “t profoundly learned Rabbin” is 
matter of fact; and we deny that he is either a Rabbin, or that 
he is learned in theology. It was to be expected, that the Post 
would attach some credit to our positive denials; for it has 
not failed to note the extreme caution with which all our 
assertions are made;—we take leave to commend to that 
journal a similar regard for truth. 

The conclusion of the Post's tirade, is a vulgar attack upon 
the Rothschild family. We will confess that our first impres- 
sion on perusing this, was pain at having accidentally furnished 


the opportunity for it, by having alluded to an incident’so | or a thwarted 
very trivial, and apparently so irrelevant to the subject under | the Pos? will, 
discussion. But the accident has been a singularly fortunate 
oue, inasmuch that the impertinence of the Post having been | above alluded to. 

retty freely canvassed, the real motive for it has transpired. | 


t has come to our ears, that the house of Rothschild, in the 
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rulers of Moravia and Poland, was a fact too significant jp its 
collateral bearings to be other than a public affair, equally ft 
to be commented upon by the Jewish press, as the conceal 
ment was useful for the ends of an Anti-Jewish one. ‘ 

By way of finale, the Post ‘‘ unhesitatingly admits” 
charge—that its blundering attempts to damage the 
hazard, prove its ignorance of Jewish rites and parity. A reader 
of the bible, where these are prescribed, could not be ignoray; 
of them; a sincere Christian, could scarcely be so indifferent a; 
to boast of it; and a just man, could not persist in remain. 
ing so, inasmuch that ignorance of the Jewish polity can alone 
excuse a misrepresentation of it, 

According to another construetion of the Pos¢’s animus—therp 
is one associated in its editorship who is an apostate from Juda. 
ism, and whose ignorance of the rites and polity which he has 
renounced, 1s fe simulated, in order to admit the venting of 
his parricidal spleen.* In either case, whether it be apo.tacy 

ursuit of gain, the past and future calumnies of 
eforward, carry their own antidote. 

We now subjoin the extracts from the Birmingham report 

The first paragraph is part of a leading 
article in the ‘* Birmingham Journal.” 
We have given a copious report of the ceremony, on Wednesday, of 


Our 
Jews at any 


exercise of its discretion, has not been accustomed to give its | laying the foundation stone of the Hebrew schools, and of the dinner that 


numerous advertisements to the Post; which, after the notable 
example of /aman, has not been content with attempting a 
system of petty annoyances against the members of the house, 
(in those small matters of the fashionable vortex which are its 
peculiar province,) but must needs compass the detraction of 
the whole people of Israel! ‘The Post tries to be facetious 
about the cave of Machpelah, and the probability of being 
sued for damages, because of its ingenious tampering with the in- 
tegrity of a “Court Circular.” Now we can readily imagine, 
that if there be any annoyance to the Rothschild family, it must 
rather be in the notice which has been provoked, than in the 
‘* indifference” threatened ;—an annoyance, however, which 
should be held light, a8 compared with the real justice wrought 
by tracking the poison to its source, and by eliciting who is 
the offender against the Mammon-seeking objects of this, our 
national adversary. It is not an infrequent occurrence to many 
Jews who mix in society, to be complimented on their gene- 
rosity, intelligence, high sense of honour, politesse, or some 
other estimable quality, at the expense of their religious breth- 
ren,—in so far that surprise is expressed at the possession of such 
ges in so eminent a degree by a Jew./—as if they were not 
as gérmahe to his habits and feelings, as to those of all men. 
Every well-constituted mind will repudiate such a compliment, 
as necessarily disparaging others equally worthy; and who are 
only so disparaged, because the prejudices of an early and false 
education are permitted to ie sea the popular mind against 
_ Jews in general.* If this be the natural impulse of a generous 
spirit, surely that Jew, whose individual position has awakened 
the hostility of an unscrupulous assailant, will be no less 
anxious to bear the whole brunt of the animosity so ex- 
cited. Thus is it with the house of Rothschild, which, we may 
reasonably expect, will be as willing as it is able, itself to bear 
the undivided outpourings of a journalist’s wrath,—evoked by 
the refusal of advertisements! We remember a legal trial the 
other day, in which the alternative of *‘ the olive branch, or the 
tomahawk” had been offered in a like case of refused advertise- 
ments—the libellers there, too, were self-defeated.p We do not 
obtrude either a discussion or a defence of the refusal of advertise- 
ments in the present case,—it is now a mere private affair— 
but lest any cursory reader should have jumped at the conclu- 
sion, that In our first aliusion to the Rothschild family, we 
trenched then on private’ ground, we beg that it may be re- 
membered, that the special invitation addressed to a Jewish 
family by the King of Hanover,—himself an almost absolute 
rulerover large bodies of Jewish subjects,—himself a member 
of that order which includes the Russian Autocrat, and the 


Vide this feeling as expressed by Baron Salomon de Rothschild at 
 ¢ Vide the law report in the Times. | 


followed. It ocewpies a considerable portion of our columns, au! we do 
not remember any event, to the commemoration of which they have been 
more worthily devoted. Our Jewish brethren here are not only the 
liberal supporters of their own institutions, but, on no occasion do we 
remember, have their sympathies been appealed to in regard to the insti- 
tutions of the town in general, without a prompt and generous response. 
It was only fitting that their good work of Wednesday should receive all 
countenance. It did so. The mayor, than whom no man in the commn- 
nity is more deeply imbued with gospel principles, came promptly forward, 
and by presiding on the occasion, evinced his not less powerful attachment 
to those feelings of general charity, which embrace in common the Jew 
and the Greek, the bond and the free, Qne amiable and upright 
magistrate, Dr. Melson, was present to represent the Wesleyans; another 
honourable individual, Mr. Henry Smith, paid homage to the humanities, 
in the name of the Unitarians ; Mr. Armfield, a well known high churchman 
and Couservative, with equal good taste atid good feeling, bore witness tu 
the sympathies of the church: the Catholic, nay, even the “ wee’ deno- 
mination of the Scotch presbyterians was there, in its humble deputy—all 
sects and callings, all parties and divisions, religious and political, rivalling 
one another in cheering un the members of the ancient faith, the remnant 
of God’s own peculiar people, long persecuted, aud still marked, but never 
abandoning their péculiar tenets or their distinctive nationality, in the 
honest and most wise design of giving a sound and moral education to the 
poor of their brethren according to the flesh ; and thus training them up in 
the way in which they should go, that when they became old they should 
not depart from it. Harmony of elements, amongst which so much vl 
difference, for the most part, prevails, must have been a remarkable feature 
of any festival; but there was something more in this. It was not a cold 
and constrained unison that pervaded the company; it was a high enthu- 
siasm, which, even in Birmingham meetings, (which are, for the most part, 


enthusiastic in no ordinary degree,) we have seldom seen equalled, never 
exceeded. * HT 


Dr. Melsom, an active magistrate, and a medical officer of 
the Birmingham Infirmary, anid at the dinner :— 


He challenged any one present to evince a greater expansion of heart 
than he then felt, a more glowing admiration of the cause which brought 
them together, or a warmer love for the people of the Israelitish nation, 
than that which burned in his own bosom. The speaker who had preceded 
him had said, that no fears need be entertained by either Jew or Gentile 
from their mutual association on that delightful occasion, and had spoke? 
of streams taking their rise in different moutitains and commingling their 
waters—étreams which yet, in their onward flow to the mighty oceal, PT 
served their several identities. The figure was a beautiful one; 
geographers informed them that the Rhone, in its arrowy descent from 
Mont Blanc, as it fell into the Lake of Geneva, mixed not its streams W" 
the waters of that august lake.; but, as it fell into it so it flowed out ut M 
bearing along with it only the odour of the flowers that grew upo = 
banks, only the perfume of the breeze that rippled its surface in ts transit. 


* Vide the opivion of such gentry cutertained by the editor of the Azhe- 
n@um,in anothercolumn. _ 

t Since the above was sent to press, we have received an intims 
that it would be very agreeable to the parties whose names have “ 
used in this discussion, ifthe recent vulgarity of the Post were Pes 
with silent contempt; inasmuch that if the animns of its hostility fl 
worth exposing, the means are available in rather striking 
With all possible respect for private feelings, we can only reply, 
subject, as we have treated it, does not permit us to defer to a prt 
wish, in the matter of a public attack upon our people as a body. 


| 
| 
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And so with reference to this day’s associations, The christian would 
receive no injury from his association with the Hebrew ; nor would the 
Israelite have to lament the day spent in such intimate assuciation with 
the christian community. The wealth of Isracl and its respectability from 


distant parts had entered Birmingham that day, and been associated with | 
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| NSeientific and Philanthropic triumph.—Apart from our satis- 


_ faction at the complete success of the atmospheric, or, as it may 


be called, safety principle,—a propelling power ou railways, 
invented and patented by Messrs. Clegg and Samuda, and now 


the talent and influence of the town. That ancient river, whose flowings | for the first time in full operation near Dublin,—we find addi- 


they had long been familiar with, and which they had been told rose first | 
in the mountains of Chaldea, would flow on untarnished by the history of | 


that day, bearing with it only the hearty good wishes and the cheering 


plaudits of an enlightened christian He had lovuked forward | 
iat day, and when it broke } 
amidst storm, and tempest, and unusually protracted thunderings, he was | 


with great anticipation to the ceremonies of t 


led to augur unfavourably as to the result of its solemnities. But as he 
listened in the synagogue to the sublime and measured chant of their 
priests—“* The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire ; the God of 
glory thundereth,”” and was compelled to acknowledge, with one of the 
createst of our poets, however 
Fondly superstition grieved, 

The lightning did but sanctify below 

W hate’er it strikes. 
In conclusion, to the honour of the Jewish poor,—and he could not sit 
dew without paying them a compliment they so well deserved,—to the 
honour of the Jewish poor, he would say, that whether as a magistrate, a 
huspital physician, or an humble professor of christianity, he had never 
admired the character of any people more than he had admired their’s. 
During the two or three years in which he had exercised the functions of 
a magistrate, it had never fallen to his lot to inflict a penalty upon a 
Hebrew, or to commit one to take lis trial -before the bar of his country. 
In his hospital practice he had never experienced, and he spoke advisedly, 
only reiterating what he had often before said—he had never met with 
more patience under suffering, nor so iauch gratitude after the hues of 
health had again mantled over the check once pale with sickness, as froin 
the Jewish poor; and, as a Christian, he was bound to aver that he had 
nowhere met with a purer exemplication of the principles of love, or the 
virtues of fortitude and resignation, than those which had been furnished 
forth by, he would not say the lowest, but the poorest, of the Hebrew 
population of that large town. Le rejoiced, then, in the institution, the 
promotion of whose welfare had called them together. He had attended 
many large meetings in that banquctting room, but none—le was proud 
as a citizen of Birmingham while he said it—nonc in which so large, so 
wealthy, and so respectable an assembly had been congregated. Dr. 
Melson resumed his seat amidst the loudest cheers of the meeting. 

Henry Smith Esq., a country riagistrate, said :— 

Most anxiously did he respond to what the mayor had said, when he 
hoped that, in the course of improvement taking place, they would remove 
what they felt to be the last stain upon the statute book of this country, 
aud that all who brought to the services of their country, character and 
religious principles, might bear all the honours of the state, as well as its 
responsibilities. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Jewish Hospital for Jerusalem—F rom the small congrega- 
tion of Falmouth, per Mr. M. 1. Jacob, £2 3s—Received by 
J. A. Franklin. (It is highly creditable to this, perhaps 
smallest of our communities; let us hope that the example may 
_ Operate favorably upon larger and wealthier bodies.) 


Birmingham.—Among the manifestations of good taste, for 
which the recent interesting events in this town gave otcasion, 
we note the following :— 

_ Present ro Str Moses Monteriore.—On Thursday, Mr. J. Cohen, 
Exeter Row, presented the above distinguished gentleman and his lady 
with a magnificent sét of papier machée trays, in the centre of each of 
which is the coat of arms of Sir Moses Montefiore, surmounted by 
emblems of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, on a splendid blue and gold 
figured ground. ‘There is also at the back of the inscription, a model of 
the intended Hebrew National School. The present was accompanied 


by a suitable address, which was ‘most graciously received and responded 
\u.— Birmingham Journal. 


_ On the principal table at the public dinner, was an exact model, 

in confectionery, of the Montefiore testimonial in commemora- 

tion of the Damascus. mission, described in our No. 28. It 

was made by Mr. Myers of London, who furnished the whole 

dinner (a cold collation) cooked at his establishment in Cornhill, 

and carried down by railway.—The medal struck in honour of 
Occasion was alluded to in our last number. 


4 rich treat’ is promised to the lovers of music, in the con- 
cert about to be given by the seven members of the Kantrowitz 
amily, (vide their advertisement). We have seen a Jong list of 

istinguished vocalists and instrumentalists engaged to assist 
y em ; and we moreover reconimend them, as an unfortunate 
“wish family, to the patronage of our benevolent readers, 


tional gratification in the circumstance that the Messrs. Samuda 
are Jews.—Vide the newspaper reports. 


MisceLLANeA.—The Nestorians, a sect of about 100,000 
souls, who have preserved their independence among the moun- 
tains of Syria, and who profess a species of Christianity not 
deemed orthodox by others; are at this moment sadly bewil- 
dered by the conflicting attacks made for their conversion, by 
American Presbyterians, Anglican High Churchmen, and 


| French Roman Catholics; not forgetting the Mahometan Pacha 


of Mosul, whose argument of the sword is likely to prove more 
powerful than the bribery admitted to be the weapons of others, 
—The great prophet of the Mormons, Joe Smith, whose preten- 
sions to a new revelation have seduced thousands of Christians 
to a belief in his blasphemies, having been arrested by the 
authorities in a neighbouring state, has been liberated by an 
expeditionary force of 200 men of his Nauvoo legion, and 150 
others conveyed up the Illinois ina steamer. That city of the 
Mormons has been fortified, and the American authorities 
successfully resisted.—At the recent assizes held at Liverpool, 
a woman refused to take an oath, on the plea that she ** was 
trying to be a Jewess’—meaning that she was a Christian 


follower of Johanna Southeote ! 


The Athenccum’s opinion of apostates.—‘‘ Our attention has 


been called to this work (‘ Narrative of IT. J. Marks, written — 


by himself’), which we should otherwise have allowed to pass 
without comment. It is a narrative of the ‘ trials and persecu- 
tions,’ as they are called, undergone by a converted Jew, pul)- 
lished as a means to raise money for his relief. We have »o 
reason to question the sincerity of Mr. Marks, but as he apper-, 
like many other converts, to have turned his conversion to pro- 
fitable use, and to have lived on it for some years, his conduct 
is justly open to suspicion; and there runs throughout his 
narrative that established phraseology which reads very like 
cant, and makes it exceedingly distasteful to persons of honest 
minds and healthy appetites.” —dAthenaum, 20th August. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Liberality in Rhenish Prussia,.—There has seldom been so 
valuable a taal in vindication of the Jewish character, 
as that now made in the various Gentile petitions, for a conces- 
sion of the rights of citizenship to the Jews of Rhenish Prussia, 
addressed to the diet of that province. In the wide wilderness 
of injustice towards the Jews, it is indeed refreshing, to dwell 
upon the green oases presented by these documents. We 
would willingly have transcribed a portion of their contents 
into our own columns, did the constant demand upon them by 
Anglo Jewish affairs allow it. We must be content, therefore, 
to refer such of our readers as desire to be acquainted with the 
details of these movements, to the columns of our German 
Jewish contemporaries, for the last two or three weeks. 


Commercien-rath Halpert, a Jew, who has during thirty-six 
ears rendered important services to Russia, has received the 
es citizenship of that empire for himself and his de- 
scendants, . | 
Liberality at Berlin.—The following liberal trait exhibited 
by the town council of Berlin, deserves notice... In. the month 
of March last, there was laid in that city the foundation stone 
of a new Jewish hospital. Some weeks ago, one of the council- 
lors proposed that the new establishment should have support froin 
the town’s funds. He based his proposal on the ground, that 
the Jews of Berlin had for a century, but especially within the 
last thirty years, been ad Mp liberal towards every kind 
of Christian charity, although they had always to bear upon 
their own shoulders the burthen of relieving their own sick 
and poor. The representatives of the city, (among whom 
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there is only a single Jew,) adopted the proposal by a large 
majority, and resolved to allow to the new Jewish hospital the 
sum of 2000 dollars, This resolution deserves the more praise, 
since it is known the city has but scanty means at its disposal, 
barely sufficient indeed to cover its own expenditure. | 


Warsaw, 5th of June.—More than thirty Jewish families 
from this place are emigrating to Jerusalem, in order to lay 
their heads on the sacred soil of their ancestors. 


Missionaries for Perversion.—Bitter complaints are made 
by a correspondent of the 4. Z. d. J., against the doings of 
the missionaries at Pest, which it is said are permitted to go on 
undisturbed, in the undermining of domestic happiness, and m 
the spreading of strife and contention in the bosom of families. 
It is the Chief Rabbi who is principally blamed, for not caution- 
ing his flock against these practices. 


Konigsberg, 8th July.—(Kénigsberg newspaper). ‘* The 
elders of the congregation of this place have just addressed a 
memorial to His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, in which that 
monarch is prayed to repeal the ukase of the 2nd of May; 
according to which, the Jews living on the Prussian and 
Austrian frontiers are to be located in the inner governments 
of Russia.” 

Jamaica.—There have been additional shocks of earthquake 
felt in Jamaica; but happily, they have not been very formi- 
dable; our brethren here, are in the habit of opening their 
syna es on these occasions of trial, and confiding in the 
care of a superintending Providence. One of our correspon- 
dents assures us, that these occasional and inconsiderable shocks, 
have become to be regarded as safety vents, securing the earth 

inst some shetnehndded and destructive outburst of pent up 
violence. And, as in the physical, so is it in the moral world ; 
—we have before us no less than four lengthened com- 
munications on the subject of a temporary misunderstanding, 
existing between the members of a most valuable institution 
among our brethren in this island. We are appealed to as 
‘** the sole British organ devoted to Jewish interests ;’’ and at 
the same time, a — gratifying confidence is reposed in our 
publication of the various statements, both 
official and private, being deferred to our discretion. In the 
exercise of that discretion, we do not find it necessary to deal 
further with the subject, than to make the following few remarks. 
Had the opportunity served for a comparison of these letters 
before they were dispatched, it would have been found that all 
were unnecessary; for no one desires publicity in our columns 
for the misconceptions involved; a one sided statement is the 
one thing dreaded. Again, all appear anxious to promote the 
excellent designs of the institution, or so much of them as may 
be attainable, irrespective, as we hope, of the gratification of 
any mere personal predilections or antipathies. So long as the 
good rae be attained, what signifies the share of credit 
now awarded to each of those engaged! We cannot, therefore, 
doubt, that each of our correspondents will continue to do his 
best for the common object, (one, by the way, not in any wise 
to be served by appeals to the public,) and he certainly 
will exhibit the most disinterested attachment to the cause, who 
is most disposed to yield personal considerations in its behalf. 

We find it necessary to repeat our former conclusion, with 
respect to this distant congregation :—the regularly constituted 
committee of correspondence is the only source of information 
which we can recognize,—except in extreme cases, well attested. 


Tue AND THEIR Renierous BreTHrEn.—The 
following is an extract from a letter addressed by Baron S. de 
Rothschild to the elders of the Vienna congregation, in reply 
to their ilatory letter on his receipt of the honorary citizen- 
ship of that capital (as mentioned in our Nos. 39 and 43),* 


« This article has been standing over some time, in consequence of its 
length. Our attention has, meanwhile, been called to it from quar- 


copies, both in German and French, 
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ters, and we have to acknowledge the courtesy of those who have sent us 


“ Respectep Exvpers !—Your friendly regard, your sincere attachmen; 
as thus again charectssistically manifested to me in your valued address of 
the 11th January, 1843, on the occasion of an event which, in your ow, 
terms, forms a new period in the history of the Austrian Jews, has great! 
rejoiced my heart. And so much the more rejoiced it, since you, respected 
Sirs, not only avow (in a document which will be preserved even to m 
descendants) the warmest sympathy as regards the honour conferred oy mf 
individually, but also give utterance to the hopes always fostered by you 
and now, in consequence of the recent grant still further increased, for th. 
welfare of that Israel to which I adhere with love and faithfulness, ang to 
which, with the ne of God, the whole of my family unto their latest pos. 
terity will cling with a like devotion and religious feeling. 

“Phe little services which I have been fortunate enough to perform for 
the Austrian empire and its metropolis, as perhaps also for my brethren jy 
other states, had for their aim not only a lively endeavour to coutribute 
towards the welfare of the state directly, but also to furnish 
means of practical efforts, (not unacknowledged by the state) that the Is. 
raelites have acquired in the progress of the age, intellectual exercise 
moral cultivation, and patriotic sentiments, in such degree, as, with spiritual 
development, to be able to serve their country with heart and might ; and, on 
the other hand also, to feel themselves worthy to be called to the same station 
assigned to every other citizen of the state. Yet, however well I know 
how to appreciate the event just greeted oY wey as the best and highest 
reward of my feeble merits,—however much I feel myself complimented by 
this spontaneous demonstration of honour, (so graciously confirmed in the 
highest quarter,) finding myself riveted by the citizens of the imperial city 
as an equal link of that chain which, as the history of Austria shows, has, 
with so steady a faithfulness, protected and encompassed the throne of the 
hereditary government,—nevertheless, my joyful feeling is weakened by 
the reflection, that I as yet appear but as a privileged exception in the 
brotherhood of my co-religionists, who, in the worthy position which they, 
as faithful subjects, occupy in the national bond, may also claim rights 
pertaining to all other religious confessions. But let us together hope that, 
through the mercy of God, the clemency of our exalted Ruler, and the wis- 
dom of his eminent counsellors—induced perhaps, hitherto, to move slowly 
in the granting of concessions, in order not rashly to stir up inveterate pre- 
possessions—and through the unprejudiced sentiments of the worthily- 
minded citizens of Vienna, our whole community will arrive at that 
goal which the ever grateful Israelite will endeavour to guard with devoted 
loyalty, and to preserve conscientiously, as the cherished boon of his native 
country. Let not, then, our confidence and our courage droop, in the hope 
that the time will soon approach when it will be permitted to the Jewish 
subject, omy to make sacrifices on the altar of the fatherland so dear to 
him; when, by the enjoyment of equal rights, he may, in strict duty, devote 
the hard-earned fruits of mental cultivation to the public welfare of the 
state ;—when, the Austrian Israelite may enjoy on his native soil,— irrigated 
by the blood of so many of his people in the day of danger,—something be- 

ond the narrow clod of earth which is only his own at the last limit of 
uman existence,—a free and unrestricted possession during life. 

“ Your godly expression ‘ Brotherly love and philanthropic charity were 
the heritage of our fathers,’ is the ready echo from the heart of a son to 
whom, as well as to the whole of his family, it will always be the most 
sacred duty to fulfil the wise and pious teaching of their revered and never- 
to-be-forgotten father, (whose rest is with God) never neglecting, so far as 
lies in their power, to afford brotherly aid to suffering man, in the widest 
sense ;—to assist parentally, with word and deed, the co-religionist, under 
whatever zone the scourge of affliction may reach him.” * * * * * 


The writer then goes on to pay some well merited compli- 
ments to the Elders, and once more expresses his hopes for an 
improvement in the civil position of the Austrian Jews. 

heperusal of this highly interesting letter, must fill the heart of 
the Israelite with A i | feelings of sorrow and joy. Sorrow, 
at the melancholy state of the Austrian Jews, of which we 


obtain rather a glimpse than a full view, by means of the dim 


light thrown upon it by this document. As the Rabbis would 
say, OYMDD may (It exposes one hand-breadth, and 
covers two.) The readers cannot fail to detect the extreme 
caution and guardedness with which: that part of the letter 's 
couched, wherein its distinguished writer alludes to the state of 
the Austrian Jews. It is as if every word would stand on the 
alert, ready to withdraw so soon as a hold might be laid upon 
it. As if our hearing were conscious of the half-stifled sigh 
heaved from the’ oppressed bosom of the Jew. Alas! our 
brother is not allowed to sob, not even permited to clank the 
chains which fetter him! O bitter irony, which constrains the 
Jew to talk of paternal government and of lenity, whilst the 
most degrading oppression is weighing him down, and wh! ; 
the most sacred feelings are grossly violated, (v. Moravian 
ina The Austrian J must 
smiling aspect while the expression of anguish quivers 

lips, and he is compelled dabtoiaively to Kies the hand that 
wields the scourge over him. But ifour Austrian brethren 0” 


Ra allowed to speak, we who live in free England are a least 


proof, by - 
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able to give expression to our indignation at such tyranny. 
Though not yet treated in this country as unrestricted citizens, 
we are at least a ater as men; and the sympathies and approba- 
tion of free England are certainly with us when we declare, that 
so cruel a policy towards the Jews, is disgraceful to the legisla- 
tion which sanctions it;—that it is a stain on the whole system of 

vernment, and gives the lie to the pretended humanity of the 
age, for it is a gross outrage upon the dignity of mankind. 

But we have said, this letter also excites more joyful sensations, 
for the darker the night, the more brilliantly shines forth the light 
of the stars. Through the gloomy picture which this letter 
presents, breaks forth, with heightened splendour, the cha- 
racter of an illustrious name,—one which is daily rendered 
more dear to the Jewish world. We see a man at the height 
of prosperity, placed in a station where, humanly speaking, he 
is far above his brethren; but scene as too frequently happens 
in such cases, of being elated, becorhing proud, or avoiding the 
contact and recognition of those, the connection with whom 
would prove humiliating to common minds, he, on the contrary, 
finds in his personal exaltation a greater incentive to adhere 
firmly to his oppressed co-religionists, and to identify himself with 
them in the eyes of the world. Nor must we overlook the 

ratifying fact, that this declaration of ahead of the house of 
hschild, is explicitly made on behalf of the whole family ; 
and therefore will it for ever bear honourable testimony to the 
depth and sincerity of Jewish feeling entertained by its several 
members,—a feeling inherited with a good name, and derivin 
additional strength from the especial exhortation of the ats tan 
and wise founder of the family. The document before us, as 
also the family itself, will become honorably remarkable in Jewish 
history. But, in appreciating it thus highly, let it not be sup- 
posed that the tribute of our justice refers to the mere determi- 
nation never to abandon the tenets of their fathers; for Judaism, 
the offspring of a divine source, can, as little as that exalted 
origin, be either impaired by desertion, or invigorated by acces- 
sion of numbers :—the fountain of living waters flows onwards 
still, whether we choose to quench our thirst or not. Judaism, 
the great teacher and civilizer of man; Judaism, destined to 


correct all other religious systems, and even to supersede 


those whose vocation has been to serve as its emissaries, 
whenever, in God’s own time, they shall sufficiently have prepared 
the way for universality; Judaism,—which has the warrant 
of the Supreme for its eternal existence—Ddy NOTON 


NOW NP PIN) md) If my covenant be not 
with day and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances 
of Heaven and ‘earth, then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, 
..+.’’)}—must necessarily find it a matter of indifference, whether 
any number of individuals, be they who they may, profess her 
tenets or not. In giving utterance, therefore, to the joyful 
feeling inspired by the document referred to, it is not less in a 
philanthropic than in a Jewish character. The Jews, scattered 
far and wid over the globe, and therefore subject to all diver- 
sities of legislation, stand the more in need of the operation of 
&@ wide gs reading influence. The Jews, so frequently kept 
under and oppressed, have the more frequent need for interces- 
sion and powerful pleading. The Jews, ever prominent in 
position—so that their blemishes also are made conspicuous,— 
require for their vanguard the highest respectability before the 
world, the most commendable exertions for the interests of 
humanity.—Is it more than justice to trace these qualifications 
in the family of the Rothschilds ? 

Let us now consider more closely the relations of that family 
to the Jews. 

From the general interest which the letter of Baron Salomon 
creates, and from the great influence which it is likely to exercise 
both within and without the Jewish community, it is clear of 


what importance to the Jewish cause such manifestations of gra 
Pious zeal would be, if made from time to time before the | 


world. Liberality merely, is not the be-all and end-all of Jewish 
zeal; itis the acco ing and the prompting sentiments which 
ve it worth. It is therefore devoutly to be wished, that the 
nevolence of this distinguished family might be exhibited to 
2¢ world by some work outliving the moment which gives it 
irth,—speaking to posterity, not through history alone, but 
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by some monument that might forcibly strike the mind and 
incite the heart, and so most impressively bear testimony to 
the Jewish sentiments of its founders! The transitory nature 
of all the glories of this world, are but too well known; Jewish 
history exemplifies this truth, alas! but too frequently in 
many an illustrious family. The moment, the present moment 
only, is ours; what lies in the womb of the morrow none 
may know; anxious, then, as they must feel, to accom- 
fear some good of a more permanent nature than a single- 

anded liberality can effect—great though it be,—may they be 
prompted as a whole, as a family, in a manner worthy of their 
position, and as wise men whose provision extends over the 
narrow bounds of the present,—to erect to their memory a 
monument, which the fitful tide of events may not so easily 
sweep away,—one upon which the eye of the philanthropist 
may dwell with delight,—and which the Israelite may point out 
with emotion to his children, saying—‘ that is the work of a 
pious and truly Jewish family,—may God for ever bless them !” 

Many great schemes, affecting the welfare of Israel at large, 
looked apo with great interest by the whole Jewish world, 
and, we dare to assert, by a large portion of the Gentile world 
also—have been launched within the last few years; but not one 
of them has as yet been accomplished—not as it might be sup- 
posed from want of interest, but from the absence of a centre of 
action. The lever is long enough, the power available is not 
inadequate,—what is wanted is the fulcrum, the prop, upon 
which the whole movement might safely deoend. bne 
such scheme is the Jerusalem hospital, already enjoying the 
petrenage of one branch of the family ;—another, would be the 
ormation of a Jewish synod, now so loudly called for, and 


certainly the only one means to put a stop to all those divisions 


now disgracing thenation;—another still, would be the formation 
ofa central Jewish college for the training of an efficient ministry : 
—all of these are wants generally and deeply felt; the accom- 
seg of any would insure an eminent station in Jewish 

istory,—and yet each and all are accomplishable by a powerful 
hand, guided by the true zeal! Happy they, in whose hearts it 
shall be put to do these things! 


REVIEW. 


The Biographical Dictionary of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge. 


(Continued from No. 52.) 


Weare presented with the following explanation of 
in the biography of Abba ben Shelomo Bumsla. “ He is the 
‘author of the work called, ‘ Sur* Hanmishama,’ (of the 
‘* hidden things of the soul) in which he treats of the soul ; 
‘‘ of the sepulchral percussion, &c.,’”’ and in a note we find, 
‘‘ for information on this ceremony ) which by the Jews is 
‘‘ called *‘ Hibbut Hackibber,’t read Elias the Levite on this 
‘‘ word; and, among Christian writers, Buxtorfius, Lexicon 
‘Talmud. 698; and, above all, Zach. Gropius in his disser- 
‘‘ tion, ‘ De percussione Sepulchrali ex Judeorum, et Muham- 
‘¢ medanorum Sententia. Mietoih,. 1699.” Now this note 


has been translated after Wolf, under the same article, wherein 


he says. ‘* De illa, quam 3pm pian appellant, ex Judaeis 
‘lege Eliam Levitam in Tisbi, hac voce, &e.” To call 
Chibbut Hakkeber, a “* ceremony” (certainly not warranted by 
Wolf,) is to declare it a practice observed by the Jews; but 
though the biographer quotes Elias Levita, Buxtorf and Zach. 
Gropius, yet we are satisfied that it is no ceremony at all, but 
merely a cabbalistic belief, which, as Zach. Gropius justly 
observes, is shared the Mahommetans, to that 
belief, an angel awakens the corpse after burial, by knocking 
upon the tomb, in order to call it to account. It was the not 
having correctly understood even Wolf, which led our bio- 
pher into this error. 2s 

In the life of Abraham ben Isaac Chajut, we are told, that 
‘‘pmyp ‘ Paradise’ is a cabbalistical word, formed by the 
“‘ cabbalistic ‘ Notaricon,’ from the initials of four other words, 


* For “Sur,” (turning aside,) read ** Sod, (secret, )—a mistake of 
| + Should be Chibbut Hakkeber. — 
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“¢ Pheshat’ ‘he drew’ ‘ Ramas,’ (7109) ‘ he hinted; 
** * Dejash (ws) * the mega out,’ as of grain in the threshing 
floor; and * Sur’ ‘a departure or transfer by which 
‘“« four words the Jews are accustomed to mark the different 
‘‘ senses in which the Scriptures may be taken, &e.” The 
Rabbinical scholar will be no little startled at this explanation, 
after having been accustomed to regard the two letters, 3 and p 
as the initials of (Derash) Enquiry—and (Sod) Mys- 
tery. Indeed, so well known is this ** Notaricon,”’ that it may 
be heard in the mouths of the merest boys in Talmud schools! 
The origin of this singular. misconstruction deserves some 
research, and if we are not mistaken, it may be discovered in 
the following remark of Wolf, under the same head. ‘* Per 
‘snp significant Judaei, diversas, qui ex scriptura deduci 
‘* possint sensus, nempe yD wT Now by accident, 
the compositor has probably mistaken the 7 of en in the 
MSS., (made by chance rather a small one) for a * which it 
would resemble; and, in like manner, the 4 of 3)D in_ the 
MSS., for a‘ (often done.) These misprints may. have 
been overlooked by the corrector for the press; and thus 
the biographer, reading, “‘ Dejash,” and ‘ Sur,” has con- 
sulted a dictionary for those words, and given the signifi- 
cations which he there found. This supposition, though 
highly probable, is no more than conjecture on our part, 
and we cannot assert that the biographer has no-where 
found a precedent for these errors; for we are aware, that 
in the treatment of Rabbinical literature, even the greatest 


scholars of the Christian faith have made gross blunders,—the 


great Buxtorf not excepted. Were it not out of place here, 
we might present a few specimens of these blunders, which one 
author after the other has copied; many of them are exceed- 
ingly ludicrous. Those who wish for further proof, may consult 
Rappaport, the life of R. Nathan Baal Haaruch, in the 
and Geist und Sprache der Hebraer,” by M. L. 
Landau. | 

In the biography of Abraham ben Avigador,— x3 (explana- 
tion) is derived from sg (light)! We should lke to know 
by what rule or analogy this derivation is maintainable. So 
far as we know, it is a neo-Hebrew word, derived from the verb 
"N32 (to explain), as may be learned from every Hebrew dic- 
tionary and concordance. In the biography of Abraham ben 
Chajim Lishkar, we are told, that ** the third part (of the 
** Mishna) ‘ Nashim,’ or wives, treats of the laws of matrimony, 
‘‘ as well as those of religious celibacy.” The latter part of 
this statement is conspicuously erroneous. Celibacy is so far 
from being regulated by the Rabbis, that marriage is made one 
of the first religious dnties. (Vide any enumeration of the 
nMiyy 3’ Nn); nay, even a barren marriage, after a certain period, 
was regarded as sufficient ground for divorce, Religious celi- 
bacy has not the slightest warrant from Judaism, and it is 
therefore no-where treated of. In an explanatory note to 
‘* Abraham Chassekuni,” we are told, ‘‘’Tosephoth are supple- 
‘‘ mental books to the Talmud, written about the same time 
“with the commentaries of Rashi.”” Now apart from the 
erroneous assertion that the Tosephoth were written about the 
time of Rashi, (vide the biography of the latter by Zunz, in 
his Zeitschrift,) the Rabbinical scholar can only smile at the 
declaration, that ‘‘ Tosephoth are supplemental books to the 
‘** Talmud ;” knowing, that at the time of Rabbanan Sabburai, 
(NID y2I9) the canon of the Talmud was closed, and no- 


thing has been since permitted to be added; (vide the intro- | 


duction of Maimonides to his Yad Hachazaka,) and moreover, 
that Rashi, who flourished before the authors of the Tosephoth, 
died in 1105; whilst the last Gaon died in 1038, (Vide Wolf, 
De Rossi, or any other author who has written on the lives of 
the Rabbis.) The Tosephoth (additions) are really glosses to 
the Talmud, and of various characters; sometimes explanatory, 
sometimes objective, at others argumentative, and so on. 

In the life of Abraham Grate, the “‘ Haggada shel Pesach” 
is explained as ‘ the Annunciation, or Mystical. Exposition of 
the Passover.” Now, though we have very frequently read the 


_ Haggada, we have never discovered any mysticism. It is true 


that various mystical commentaries have been made on it: but 
a mystical commentary does not necessitate a mystical text; 


* Probably Peshat, (simple, obvious); and Remez, (hint or allusion.) 


otherwise scripture itself must be declared a mystical book ‘ 
account of the numerous expositions of that character which 
have from time to time been promulgated. We remember hs 
a single page in the Haggada which can be made to present a 
colour of mysticism,—it is that commencing with « Chad 
Gadyah ;” but at the utmost, this is no more than an allego 
as every unbiassed reader will admit. (Vide various transla. 
tions; among the most familiar, that furnished some weeks back 
in Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal.) 

Under the head ‘‘ Abraham ben Majimon,” we fnq 
 Tizzith 'x(instead of Tsitsith) called * the golden fringes of 
the priests’ garments.” Is it possible, that any one familia; 
with the Pentateuch, can be ignorant that the * Tsitsith » are 
fringes, to be worn by all Israelites, (not merely by the priests’ 
and that these fringes were never of gold! 

(To be continued.) 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ben Israel.—Y our letter is received, too late for further notice at pre- 
sent: a more direct communication (confidential, if desired) is ingjs. 

nsable. 
ie: Churchman,—so far as he agrees with “ No Edomite” in our Jag; 
number, bears valuable testimony to the important uses of the “ Anglo. 
Jewish Press:’’ but some of his remarks could not be published Without 
comment, which might lead us to a controversy that were best avoided. 

St. Thomas.—We have received a formal complaint against the syna- 
gogue authorities of this island, from one of the members. The writer js 
personally concerned, and the character of the accusations are such, tha: 
we cannot venture to publish them ex parte. We therefore request, tha: 
a copy be shewn to the parties complained of, and when we have a counter 
statement before us, we shall be able to judge of the expediency of render. 
ing the affair public, 

The communications of Capt, Grover, and many others, received late, 
are under consideration. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT, — 
Friday Ist Sept., 6th of Elul.. Sabbath at six o'clock. 
Sabb. 2nd Portion for the week 


Friday 8th ,, JI3th ,, Sabbath at six o'clock. 
Friday 15th ,, 20th ,, Sabbath at 4 past 4 o'clock. 


LADY OF THE HEBREW PERSUASION wishes 


to form an engagement as companion to a lady, and to superintend the 
domestic arrangement of an establishment. Respectable references can be given.— 
Address W. R., Office of the Voice of Jacob. 


A NURSERY GOVERNESS of the Jewisl 


persuasion, to take charge of four children, (the eldest seven years) and 
instruct in English only, writing, &c. Apply at 23, Little Alie Street, Goodman's 
Fields. 


PPXHE KANTROWITZ FAMILY, From St. Petersburgh, 


Have the honor to announce that they will give a Grand Vocal and Instra- 
mental CONCERT, on Thursday Evening, September 7th, 1843, at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street. On which oceasion, they will sing Russian, Polish, 
and German National Airs in Costume; and will be assisted by many eminent 
Artistes :— including Misses Dolby, Bassano, Cubitt, &c. &o.—Messrs, Gollfin, 
hoenig, Patey, Jewell, Blagrove, Cittadina, Handel Gear, Randsford, Xe. Ke. 
Tickets 5s. Reserve 7s. 6d. Family ditto (for five persons) One Guinea. To be 
had of the Kantrowitz Family, 7, Red Lion Square, Holborn ;: at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street; and of all the principal Music Sellers. 


EWISH DAY SCHOOL.—An annual course having been 


now finished, and two public Examinations holden, the Proprictor thinks 
he has afforded the Public full scope for appreciating the system pursued, 
and the earnest endeavours of all concerned to fulfil their engagements. Thus 
encouraged, the Proprietor deems himself warranted in calling the attention of the 
Jewish Public in London, in the Provincial Towns, and in. the Colonies, the 
advantages attached to his Establishment, as set forth in the Prospectus:-~ 
This School has been established to combine the advantages of a classical, with 3 
strictly religious education. “ Religious instruction in Christian institutions is elthe: 
adventitious, or entirely omitted; nor can this neglect be remedied in aheee’. 
when impressions are not so easily made as they are rapidly effaced.” P Foe 
are also sensible that their children incur a heavy and irretrievable loss of - : 
when frequenting Christian Schools, since the religion of the pupils prevents | 
attendance on Jewish Houlydays, whilst the regulations of the Establishment “a 
hibit it on Christian festivals.’"—Terms, Twelve Guineas for the School . 
Arrangements have also been made with a highly-respetable party, for the bo? 
ing of young gentlemen, on moderate terms. | sue 
A new and important feature has been superadded, in the establishment of :. 
called Finishing Class, for the benefit of young gentlemen who, su Psa 
life before completing the studies requisite for their vocation. Such ie yee 
have entirely left School, and attained their fourteenth year. The hours of qe 
tion will not exceed three daily. The Terms are, Eight Guineas vghrm of the 
year; arrangements may however be made for such as attend part only 
subjects taught. | 
For Prospectuses and Particuldrs apply to Mr, Lindenthal, New Synagog™ 
London: Printed for Mr. Franxk.in, by BE, Vanry; 27, be 
Bishopsgate, by B. Paternoster Row; 
had of the Printer; of Reynoxps, Church Row, Aldgate; 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgat’, 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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